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REALTOR® Party State Legislative Monitor 

Weekly Report 
July 26, 2018 

 
Please note: FOCUS will not publish a report next week, as many legislators will be attending the 

NCSL annual meeting in Los Angeles, California. We will be there as well. If you plan to attend, 
please stop by the FOCUS booth, #712. Your next weekly report will be published Thursday 

August 9. We will continue to update your database daily throughout the week. 
 

Net Neutrality 
 
Massachusetts SB 2610, passed the Senate 37-0 on July 19. SB 2336  passed the Senate Ways & Means 
Committee with amendments on July 17. Both bills would require the Department of 
Telecommunications and Cable to create an internet service provider registry for the purpose of making 
broadband internet access service quality and network management practices available to customers. 
Internet service providers would be required to disclose certain information to the department for 
purposes of the registry, including network management practices and the provider’s privacy policy. The 
department would be required to establish standards for a Massachusetts Net Neutrality and Consumer 
Privacy Seal to allow providers to demonstrate that they:  
 

• Provide equal access to an open and neutral internet. 
• Commit to and enforce policies which prohibit paid prioritization. 
• Provide customers with a mechanism to easily opt-out of third-party access to customer 

proprietary information. 
 
Net neutrality bills are also pending in California, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Net neutrality 
legislation is pending, but unlikely to see further movement due to the legislature’s recess, in Illinois, 
New York and Rhode Island. 
 

Session Overview 
 
Massachusetts, New Jersey, Ohio and Pennsylvania are in regular session. Puerto Rico and the United 
States Congress are also in regular session. 
 
California is in recess until August 6. Michigan is in recess until August 15. The District of Columbia 
Council is in recess until September 15. Illinois, New York, Rhode Island and Wisconsin are in recess to 
the call of the chair. 
 
West Virginia Republican Gov. Jim Justice issued a proclamation calling for a special session to begin 
June 26 to address possible removal of one or more Justices of the Supreme Court of Appeals. The House 

https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/S2610
https://malegislature.gov/Bills/190/Senate/S2336
https://media.wvnstv.com/nxs-wvnstv-media-us-east-1/document_dev/2018/06/25/June%2026%2C%202018%20Special%20Session%20Proclamation_1529963963289_46696395_ver1.0.pdf
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Judiciary Committee announced meetings that took place between July 12 and July 14. The House 
Judiciary Committee is in recess until July 26, according to the West Virginia Legislature.  
 
Utah held a one-day special session on July 18 to address online sales taxes, reports the AP. North 
Carolina held a one-day special session on July 24 to address constitutional amendments on November 
ballots, reports the Blue Ridge Public Radio. The session is in recess and the legislature is expected to 
adjourn the week of August 5. New Hampshire held a one day special session on July 25 in response to a 
Supreme Court ruling that states can require online retailers to collect sales tax on purchases in states 
where they don’t have a physical presence, reports the NHPR. 
 
Maine and Virginia’s special sessions are in recess to the call of the chair. 
 
Delaware Democratic Gov. John Carney has until July 30 to act on legislation or it becomes pocket 
vetoed. Utah Republican Gov. Gary Herbert has until August 7 to act on special session legislation or it 
becomes law without signature. Alaska Independent Gov. Bill Walker has 20 days from presentment, 
Sundays excepted, to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. Connecticut Democratic 
Gov. Dannel Malloy has 15 days from presentment to act on legislation or it becomes law without 
signature. Illinois Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner has 60 days from presentment to act on all legislation 
passed during the veto session or it becomes law. Kansas Republican Gov. Jeff Coyler has 10 days, not 
including the day of presentment, to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. Louisiana 
Democratic Gov. John Bel Edwards has 20 days from presentment to act on legislation presented after 
May 8 or it becomes law. Minnesota Democratic Gov. Mark Dayton has 14 days from presentment to act 
on legislation presented on or after May 17 or it is pocket vetoed. Missouri Republican Gov. Mike Parson 
has 45 days from presentment to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. New Hampshire 
Republican Gov. Chris Sununu has five days from presentment, Sundays excepted, to sign or veto 
legislation or it becomes law without signature. New York Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 10 days 
from presentment, Sundays excepted, to sign or veto legislation or it becomes law without signature. 
North Carolina Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper has ten days from presentment to act on special session 
legislation or it becomes law without signature. Rhode Island Democratic Gov. Gina Raimondo has six 
days from presentment, Sundays excepted, to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. 
Vermont Republican Gov. Phil Scott has five days, Sundays excepted, to act on legislation presented after 
May 16. The disposition of legislation not acted on after that period will be determined on a case-by-case 
basis. West Virginia Republican Gov. Jim Justice has 15 days from adjournment of the special session, 
Sundays excepted, to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. Wisconsin Republican Gov. 
Scott Walker has six days from presentment, Sundays excepted, to act on special session legislation or it 
becomes law. 
 
The following states are currently holding 2019 interim committee hearings: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, 
Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida House, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois Senate, Indiana, Iowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi Senate, Missouri House and Senate, 
Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire House and Senate, New Mexico, New York Assembly and Senate, 
North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma House, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South 
Dakota, Tennessee, Texas House and Senate, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia and 
Wyoming. 

http://www.wvlegislature.gov/daily_sum/today.cfm
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/utah/articles/2018-07-18/utah-lawmakers-to-take-up-online-sales-tax-shipping-hub
http://bpr.org/post/north-carolina-general-assembly-intervenes-ballot-wording-state-supreme-court-race
http://nhpr.org/post/after-online-sales-tax-ruling-nh-lawmakers-called-back-special-session#stream/0
http://www.legislature.state.al.us/aliswww/ISD/InterimMeetings.aspx
http://akleg.gov/index.php#tab2
https://www.azleg.gov/interim-committee-agendas/
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2017/2017S1/Pages/MeetingsAndEventsCalendar.aspx?listview=month
http://leg.colorado.gov/interim-schedule
https://www.cga.ct.gov/calendarofevents.asp
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/HouseSchedule/houseschedule.aspx
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/upcominghearingsfiltered.aspx
https://legislature.idaho.gov/calendar/
http://www.ilga.gov/senate/schedules/hearings.asp?Scheduled=M
https://iga.in.gov/documents/242eba6c
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListChamber?chamber=H&reqType=S%2CSUB%2CA%2CI%2C&committeeTypeStanding=on&committeeTypeSub=on&bDate=05%2F07%2F2018&eDate=07%2F31%2F2018&chamberID=H&committeeTypeApprop=on&committeeTypeInterim=on
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/documents/interim_schedule.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/legislativecalendarv2/sp_bss_calendar_/index
http://legislature.maine.gov/calendar/#Monthly/2017-12-01
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmSchedules.aspx?pid=schedpage&id=0&stab=02&tab=subject2&ys=2017RS
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/cal?type=all
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/htms/s_sched.htm
https://house.mo.gov/AllHearings.aspx
http://www.senate.mo.gov/hearingsschedule/hrings.htm
http://montanalegislature.granicus.com/ViewPublisher.php?view_id=94
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Interim2017
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/caljourns/default.htm
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/Senate/calendars_journals/default.html
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Calendar/Whats_Happening
http://nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=he
https://www.nysenate.gov/events
https://www.ncleg.net/LegislativeCalendar/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/interim/committee-meeting-summary
https://www.okhouse.gov/Committees/ShowInterimStudies.aspx
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/LIZ/Committees/Meeting/List
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/legislative_committee_calendar.aspx
http://www.scstatehouse.gov/meetings.php?chamber=H
http://sdlegislature.gov/Interim/Meetings.aspx?Session=2017
http://sdlegislature.gov/Interim/Meetings.aspx?Session=2017
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/schedule/WeeklyView.aspx
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MeetingsUpcoming.aspx?Chamber=H
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MeetingsUpcoming.aspx?Chamber=S
https://le.utah.gov/asp/interim/Cal.asp
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?171+oth+MTG
http://app.leg.wa.gov/mobile/CommitteeAgendas/Starting?AgendaType=2
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/committees/interims/intcomsched.cfm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/lsoweb/Events.aspx
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The following states are currently posting 2019 bill drafts, prefiles and interim studies: Kentucky, 
Montana, Nevada, North Dakota, Oklahoma House and Senate and Utah. 
 
Special Elections 
 
The following seats will be filled by special election on the dates provided: California Senate District 32 
(August 7); Arkansas Senate District 8 (August 14); and Michigan House District 68 and Senate District 
2, Minnesota Senate District 13 and Texas House District 62 (November 6). 
 

http://www.lrc.ky.gov/record/19RS/prefiled/prefiled_bills.htm
http://leg.mt.gov/content/Committees/Administration/Legislative%20Council/2017-18/LCmemo-and-Study-Resolution-Assignments.pdf
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/NELIS/REL/80th2019/Bdrs/List
http://www.legis.nd.gov/files/resource/64-2015/miscellaneous/2017-bill-and-resolution-summaries.pdf
https://www.okhouse.gov/Committees/ShowInterimStudies.aspx
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/senate_studies/interim_studies.aspx
https://le.utah.gov/asp/billsintro/index.asp
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Net Neutrality



Massachusetts SB 2610, passed the Senate 37-0 on July 19. SB 2336  passed the Senate Ways & Means Committee with amendments on July 17. Both bills would require the Department of Telecommunications and Cable to create an internet service provider registry for the purpose of making broadband internet access service quality and network management practices available to customers. Internet service providers would be required to disclose certain information to the department for purposes of the registry, including network management practices and the provider’s privacy policy. The department would be required to establish standards for a Massachusetts Net Neutrality and Consumer Privacy Seal to allow providers to demonstrate that they: 



· Provide equal access to an open and neutral internet.

· Commit to and enforce policies which prohibit paid prioritization.

· Provide customers with a mechanism to easily opt-out of third-party access to customer proprietary information.



Net neutrality bills are also pending in California, New Jersey and Pennsylvania. Net neutrality legislation is pending, but unlikely to see further movement due to the legislature’s recess, in Illinois, New York and Rhode Island.



Session Overview



Massachusetts, New Jersey, Ohio and Pennsylvania are in regular session. Puerto Rico and the United States Congress are also in regular session.



California is in recess until August 6. Michigan is in recess until August 15. The District of Columbia Council is in recess until September 15. Illinois, New York, Rhode Island and Wisconsin are in recess to the call of the chair.



West Virginia Republican Gov. Jim Justice issued a proclamation calling for a special session to begin June 26 to address possible removal of one or more Justices of the Supreme Court of Appeals. The House Judiciary Committee announced meetings that took place between July 12 and July 14. The House Judiciary Committee is in recess until July 26, according to the West Virginia Legislature. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]Utah held a one-day special session on July 18 to address online sales taxes, reports the AP. North Carolina held a one-day special session on July 24 to address constitutional amendments on November ballots, reports the Blue Ridge Public Radio. The session is in recess and the legislature is expected to adjourn the week of August 5. New Hampshire held a one day special session on July 25 in response to a Supreme Court ruling that states can require online retailers to collect sales tax on purchases in states where they don’t have a physical presence, reports the NHPR.



Maine and Virginia’s special sessions are in recess to the call of the chair.



Delaware Democratic Gov. John Carney has until July 30 to act on legislation or it becomes pocket vetoed. Utah Republican Gov. Gary Herbert has until August 7 to act on special session legislation or it becomes law without signature. Alaska Independent Gov. Bill Walker has 20 days from presentment, Sundays excepted, to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. Connecticut Democratic Gov. Dannel Malloy has 15 days from presentment to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. Illinois Republican Gov. Bruce Rauner has 60 days from presentment to act on all legislation passed during the veto session or it becomes law. Kansas Republican Gov. Jeff Coyler has 10 days, not including the day of presentment, to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. Louisiana Democratic Gov. John Bel Edwards has 20 days from presentment to act on legislation presented after May 8 or it becomes law. Minnesota Democratic Gov. Mark Dayton has 14 days from presentment to act on legislation presented on or after May 17 or it is pocket vetoed. Missouri Republican Gov. Mike Parson has 45 days from presentment to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. New Hampshire Republican Gov. Chris Sununu has five days from presentment, Sundays excepted, to sign or veto legislation or it becomes law without signature. New York Democratic Gov. Andrew Cuomo has 10 days from presentment, Sundays excepted, to sign or veto legislation or it becomes law without signature. North Carolina Democratic Gov. Roy Cooper has ten days from presentment to act on special session legislation or it becomes law without signature. Rhode Island Democratic Gov. Gina Raimondo has six days from presentment, Sundays excepted, to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. Vermont Republican Gov. Phil Scott has five days, Sundays excepted, to act on legislation presented after May 16. The disposition of legislation not acted on after that period will be determined on a case-by-case basis. West Virginia Republican Gov. Jim Justice has 15 days from adjournment of the special session, Sundays excepted, to act on legislation or it becomes law without signature. Wisconsin Republican Gov. Scott Walker has six days from presentment, Sundays excepted, to act on special session legislation or it becomes law.



The following states are currently holding 2019 interim committee hearings: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida House, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois Senate, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Maine, Maryland, Minnesota, Mississippi Senate, Missouri House and Senate, Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire House and Senate, New Mexico, New York Assembly and Senate, North Carolina, North Dakota, Oklahoma House, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas House and Senate, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia and Wyoming.



The following states are currently posting 2019 bill drafts, prefiles and interim studies: Kentucky, Montana, Nevada, North Dakota, Oklahoma House and Senate and Utah.



Special Elections



The following seats will be filled by special election on the dates provided: California Senate District 32 (August 7); Arkansas Senate District 8 (August 14); and Michigan House District 68 and Senate District 2, Minnesota Senate District 13 and Texas House District 62 (November 6).
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