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Project Summary: Through a Health 

Impact Assessment (HIA) process our 

team will study the wide range of public 

health impacts from a variety of housing 

code enforcement (HCE) interventions 

(e.g., inspection through the Shelby 

County Environmental Court).

Team Members

Steve Barlow, MA, JD, Neighborhood 

Preservation, Inc., Memphis Tennessee;

Dr. Christina Plerhoples Stacy, MA, PhD

Joseph Schilling, JD, LLM, Urban 

Institute Senior Researchers, WDC.

“Substandard housing is creating 

a health crisis and, with my 

interdisciplinary team, I can be a 

part of making that connection 

clear so that innovative solutions 

can be put in action.” Steve 

Barlow

Health Impact Assessment—Strategic Code Enforcement 

of Substandard  Housing in Memphis, TN





Cleveland’s Housing Crisis Leaves 

Lasting Imprint on Children’s Health
• Lower literacy scores for children 

entering kindergarten. 

• Living in a home that is in poor 

condition or in foreclosure is 

associated with a higher risk for 

child maltreatment, residential 

instability, and elevated blood lead 

levels, all of which affect literacy 

scores. 

• Mere proximity to distressed 

properties (within 500 feet) also 

lowered literacy scores for these 

Cleveland children entering 

kindergarten.






