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Affordable Housing 

 
Wisconsin AB 544 is scheduled for an October 24 hearing in the Assembly Utilities and Housing 
Committee. This bill would create a tax credit program for workforce housing to be administered by the 
Wisconsin Housing and Economic Development Authority. The credit would be authorized to developers 
meeting certain established standards to offset income and franchise taxes. The program would be 
capped at $10 million and no credits may be awarded after December 31, 2021. A companion bill, SB 484, 
is pending in the Senate Utilities and Housing Committee. 
 

Emotional Support Animals 
 
Illinois HB 3905 was read a first time and referred to the House Rules Committee on October 17. This bill 
would create a crime of the intentional misrepresentation of an animal as a service animal. 
 

Electronic and Remote Notarization 
 

Wisconsin AB 293 was heard on October 16 in the Assembly Local Government Committee. During the 
hearing a substitute was proposed which would create a remote notary council to examine the issue of 
remote notarizations. The committee has not yet voted on this substitute or the bill as introduced.  
 
This bill would authorize notaries public to obtain licensure as an online notary public and perform 
notarial acts for persons who are not in the same physical location as the notary. It would also authorize 
online notaries to use an electronic seal in addition to an electronic signature. Finally, the bill would 
require registration of online notarization system providers. A companion bill, SB 317, is pending in the 
Senate Agriculture, Revenue and Financial Institutions Committee. 
 

Session Overview 
 
Massachusetts, Michigan, New Jersey, North Carolina, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin are in regular 
session. The District of Columbia Council, Puerto Rico and the United States Congress are also in regular 
session. 
 
New Hampshire and New York are in recess subject to the call of the chair. 
 
After months of negotiation gridlock, North Carolina’s House Republicans voted to override Democratic Gov. Roy 
Cooper’s budget veto on September 11 while many Democratic lawmakers were absent, reports The News and 
Observer. The Senate calendar does not yet include a veto override; however, Senate President Phil Berger, R-
Caswell, did state he will provide 24 hours’ notice to the minority leader before calling the vote, reports The News 
and Observer. The Senate is scheduled to adjourn on October 31, whereas the House session adjournment date 
remains unknown. 

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/related/proposals/ab544.pdf
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/related/proposals/sb484.pdf
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/101/HB/10100HB3905.htm
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/related/proposals/ab293
http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/2019/related/proposals/sb317
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/article234984187.html
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/article234984187.html
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/article235666257.html
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/politics-government/article235666257.html
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Florida’s Senate convened on October 21 for a special session to consider the findings of Special Master Dudley 
Goodlette. Goodlette was appointed by Senate President Bill Galvano, R-Manatee County, to preside over hearings 
and provide recommendation to the Senate on whether to reinstate Broward County Sheriff Scott Israel following 
the shootings at Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School, reports Florida Politics. 
 
Illinois’ veto session is scheduled for October 28 through 30 and November 12 through 14. One of the issues 
lawmakers will aim to pass include a law capping out-of-pocket insulin costs during the session, reports the Herald 
Review. 
 
Wisconsin Democratic Gov. Tony Evers has called the legislature to convene for a special session on November 7 to 
consider gun control measures. Evers had threatened to call the special session for months citing a lack of bipartisan 
interest in addressing gun control legislation, including a red flag bill and a universal background check bill, reports The 
Star Tribune. 
 
Alabama Republican Gov. Kay Ivey has called for the legislature to convene a special session on February 4 to 
address growing concerns regarding the state’s prison overcrowding problem, reports The Outlook. The regular 
session will begin on February 4 and will immediately adjourn to call for a special session. The governor reportedly 
plans on endorsing a privatized approach to the problem of overcrowding and underfunding of prisons in the state. 
 
Alaska Republican Gov. Mike Dunleavy has 20 days from delivery, Sundays excepted, to act on legislation or it 
becomes law without signature. Delaware Democratic Gov. John Carney has 10 days, Sundays excepted, to act on 
legislation or it becomes law. Illinois Democratic Gov. J.B. Pritzker has 60 days from presentment to act on 
legislation or it becomes law without signature. Maine Democratic Gov. Janet Mills has three days after the 
convening of the next meeting of the legislature to act on legislation presented on or after June 8 or it becomes law 
without signature. 
 
The following states are currently holding 2019 interim committee hearings: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, 
California Assembly and Senate, Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida House, Georgia House and Senate, 
Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois Senate, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Mississippi 
House and Senate, Missouri House and Senate, Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire House and Senate, 
New Mexico, New York Assembly and Senate, North Dakota, Oklahoma House and Senate, Rhode Island, South 
Carolina House and Senate, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas House, Utah, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia 
and Wyoming. 
 
The following states are currently posting 2019 bill drafts, prefiles and interim studies: Alabama House, 
Arkansas, Florida House and Senate, Iowa, Kentucky, Maine, Nebraska, New Hampshire, Oklahoma House and 
Senate, Oregon, Tennessee, Utah and West Virginia. 
 
Special Elections 
 
The following seats will be filled by special elections on the dates provided: Alabama House District 42, California 
Assembly District 1, Kentucky House districts 18 and 63, Missouri House districts 22, 36, 74, 78, 99 and 158, New 
Jersey Senate District 1, New York Senate District 57, Texas House districts 28, 100 and 148, and Washington 
Senate District 40 and House District 13-Position 2 (November 5); Alabama House District 74 (November 12); and 
Tennessee House District 77 (December 19). 
 

 

https://floridapolitics.com/archives/306642-special-master-israel-reinstated
https://herald-review.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/illinois-lawmakers-plan-to-push-insulin-pricing-bill-in-veto/article_3b94480c-b937-58a5-87db-e718c9f3f46c.html
https://herald-review.com/news/state-and-regional/govt-and-politics/illinois-lawmakers-plan-to-push-insulin-pricing-bill-in-veto/article_3b94480c-b937-58a5-87db-e718c9f3f46c.html
http://www.startribune.com/wisconsin-governor-calls-special-session-on-gun-control/563549102/
http://www.startribune.com/wisconsin-governor-calls-special-session-on-gun-control/563549102/
https://www.alexcityoutlook.com/opinion/prison-issue-to-be-addressed-in-special-session-in-february/article_d0d7c67a-eab8-11e9-9199-2b95bfd9aaf6.html
http://www.legislature.state.al.us/aliswww/ISD/InterimMeetings.aspx
http://akleg.gov/index.php?tab2=type%3DAll%26com%3D%26startDate%3D8%2F12%2F2019%26endDate%3D08%2F30%2F2019%26chamber%3D#tab2
https://www.azleg.gov/interim-committee-agendas/
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/pdfpublications/committee
https://www.senate.ca.gov/pdfpublications/committee
http://leg.colorado.gov/interim-schedule
https://www.cga.ct.gov/calendarofevents.asp
http://legis.delaware.gov/
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/HouseSchedule/houseschedule.aspx
http://calendar.legis.ga.gov/Calendar/?chamber=house
http://calendar.legis.ga.gov/Calendar/?chamber=senate
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session2019/hearingnotices/HEARING_CPH-HLT_09-12-19_INFO_.HTM
https://legislature.idaho.gov/calendar/
http://www.ilga.gov/senate/schedules/hearings.asp?Scheduled=M
http://iga.in.gov/documents/242eba6c
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/committees/meetings/meetingsListChamber?chamber=S&reqType=S%2CSUB%2CA%2CI%2C&chamberID=S&committeeTypeStanding=on&committeeTypeSub=on&bDate=05%2F28%2F2019&eDate=07%2F31%2F2019&committeeTypeApprop=on&committeeTypeInterim=on
http://www.kslegislature.org/li/documents/interim_schedule.pdf
http://www.lrc.ky.gov/legislativecalendarv2/sp_bss_calendar_/index
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/ByCmte.aspx
http://legislature.maine.gov/Calendar/#Weekly
http://mgaleg.maryland.gov/webmga/frmHearingSchedule.aspx?pid=2&View=Day&tab=subject2
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/htms/h_sched.htm
http://billstatus.ls.state.ms.us/htms/s_sched.htm
https://house.mo.gov/AllHearings.aspx
http://www.senate.mo.gov/hearingsschedule/hrings.htm
https://leg.mt.gov/committees/interim/
https://www.nebraskalegislature.gov/calendar/hearings_range.php
https://www.leg.state.nv.us/App/InterimCommittee/REL/Interim2019
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/house/caljourns/default.aspx
http://gencourt.state.nh.us/Senate/calendars_journals/default.html
https://www.nmlegis.gov/Calendar/Whats_Happening
https://nyassembly.gov/leg/?sh=he
https://www.nysenate.gov/events
https://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/66-2019/committees/interim/committee-meeting-summary
https://www.okhouse.gov/Committees/MeetingNotices.aspx
http://www.oksenate.gov/committees.aspx
http://status.rilin.state.ri.us/legislative_committee_calendar.aspx
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/meetings.php?chamber=H
https://www.scstatehouse.gov/meetings.php?chamber=S
http://sdlegislature.gov/Interim/Meetings.aspx?Session=2017
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/schedule/WeeklyView.aspx
http://www.legis.state.tx.us/Committees/MeetingsUpcoming.aspx?Chamber=H
https://le.utah.gov/asp/interim/Cal.asp
http://lis.virginia.gov/cgi-bin/legp604.exe?191+oth+MTG
http://app.leg.wa.gov/committeeschedules/
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/committees/interims/intcomsched.cfm
http://legisweb.state.wy.us/lsoweb/Events.aspx
http://alisondb.legislature.state.al.us/Alison/SESSBillsList.aspx?SELECTEDDAY=1:2020-02-04&BODY=1753&READINGTYPE=R1&READINGCODE=B&PREFILED=Y
http://www.arkleg.state.ar.us/assembly/2019/2019R/Pages/SearchIspIr.aspx?searchType=ISP
https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/bills.aspx?Chamber=B&SessionId=89&BillSponsorIndex=-1&BillReferredIndex=-1&BillTypeIndex=-1&BillListIndex=-1
http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bills/2020?chamber=both&searchOnlyCurrentVersion=True&isIncludeAmendments=False&isFirstReference=True&citationType=FL%20Statutes&pageNumber=1
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/billTracking/billRequests
https://apps.legislature.ky.gov/record/20rs/prefiled/prefiled_bills.html
http://legislature.maine.gov/news/403/second-regular-session-preliminary-title-lists
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/session/interim.php
http://www.gencourt.state.nh.us/lsr_search/LSR_Results.aspx
https://www.okhouse.gov/Committees/ShowInterimStudies.aspx
http://www.oksenate.gov/publications/senate_studies/interim_studies.aspx
https://olis.leg.state.or.us/LIZ/Committees/Meeting/List
http://wapp.capitol.tn.gov/apps/indexes/
https://le.utah.gov/asp/billsintro/SubResults.asp?Listbox4=ALL
http://www.wvlegislature.gov/committees/interims/intcomsched.cfm

